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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/590,641 



Examiner 

Darius N. Cone 



Applicant(s) 

MAR U YAM A, MASAHIDE 



Art Unit 

2854 



The MAILING D ATE of this communication app ars on the cover sheet with the corr spondenc addr ss - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

. "tensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be tame* filed 

Failure to reo^ within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the appl.cat.on to become ABANDONED (35 US C. § 133). 
1 Any reply Reived by the CTfice later than three months after the mailing date of this communicate, even ,f hmely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

I) 13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 June 2000 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for -formal I natters 7^f> n * s t0 the meritS iS 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) EI Claim(s) 10-16 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IE Claim(s) 10 12.14 and 15 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) 11.13 and 16 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

II) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) EI Acknowledgment is made of a claim forforeign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). , 

a)l3AII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 M Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

1) S Notice ol 

2) □ Notice ol r 

3) 13 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 6 



Attachment(s) 

fji , „ , /pin *q?\ 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

^ r\7l n;^i^,.ro ctatompntr^ ( PTO-1449^ PaDer No(s) 6 . 6) |_J Other. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . During a telephone conversation with Doyle B. Johnson on December 28, 2001 , 
Applicant elected claims 10-16 without traverse in an Official response to a Restriction 
requirement sent out by the Examiner on 9-25-2001 . Claims 1 -9 are withdrawn from 
further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 10, 12, 14 & 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Joo Han Nam (UK patent # 2,263,467 A). 

With respect to claim 10, 12, 14 & 15, Nam teaches a method of detecting a 
remaining quantity of ribbon or paper in a video printer comprising, supply spool (3), a 
detection portion (4) disposed in a take-up reel (2) having a surface alternately divided 
into non-reflecting regions (5) and reflecting regions (6), a rotation detection means or 
photo-sensor (7) detects light reflected from the reflecting regions (6) and a control 
means (8), which detects the rotational velocity of the take-up reel (2) and calculates the 
amount of ribbon remaining on the reel. It would be obvious to one ordinary skilled in 
the art to modify Nam's detection mechanism for displaying a residual amount of ribbon 
or paper left on a spool for a user's benefit due to conventional color video printers 
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inability to let the operator check the remaining quantity of ribbon or paper left on a 
spool for printing. 

Allowable Subject Matter 



Claims 11,13 and 16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Darius N. Cone whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
1 061 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8am - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld can be reached on (703) 308-6691 . The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
308-5841 for regular communications and n/a for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 

ANDREW H. HIRSHFELD 

DNC PRIMARY EXAMINER 

January 14, 2002 



